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try quickly such prisoners as the municipality should arrest.
In this police proposal of Robespierre's, and in the tribunal to
try cases promptly which was established at his demand, may
be seen the two first steps towards the establishment of the
Terror, Thus early had Robespierre recognized that the only
mode by which the wealthier classes in France could be kept
from open opposition to the course of the Eevolution was
by establishing a system of terror. He knew as well as any-
body else that such a system of terror could only exist as long
as it was permitted by the majority, and by the very great
majority of the people. If a minority of any size protested
against the terror, much more if a majority protested against
it, it must fall; and he looked to the frontier for the reason
which would make the majority of the law-abiding people of
France submit to such lawless law and such cruel tyranny as
the establishment of a special court, bound by no restrictions,
and exercising unlimited authority. Such a system was quite
in accordance with Marat's political ideas, for he, too, knew
that if some such system of terror was not established, a re-
action would soon take place after August 10, such as appeared
after June 20. Next, it was necessary to inform the provinces
of the events of August 10, and to take care that France
should not rise against Paris. To effect this, the Commune of
Paris, acting like a sovereign power, sent off messengers and
emissaries to every city and district, to tell the inhabitants
that Louis XYI. was overthrown, and that there was no more
fear of treachery at home, because the Commune of Paris was
watching over the Assembly.

But the greatest fear in the minds of Robespierre and his
friends in the Commune was that Lafayette would march on
Paris. This was exactly what Lafayette intended to do. He
had moved his headquarters to Sedan, where he was grandly
entertained by the rich manufacturers, but where the Jacobin
Club was hotly opposed to him, and where the old nobility,
and especially M. de Vissecq-Latude, an old royalist, who
had refused to emigrate, openly insulted him. He heard of
the capture of the Tuileries on August 12, and on the 13th